
 

Application for a Maritime Usage Licence under the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021  

 

 

Important Information 

Before completing this form please read the declaration and consent at the end of the 

application form 

It is important to note that a change in applicant name will require a new application. 

This application and supporting documentation should be submitted by email to 
licence@mara.gov.ie  
 
Please complete the form electronically. Type details in the boxes provided, space will 

expand as you type. 

Maritime Usage Licence: 

Part 5 (sections 110 to 133) of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (MAPA) provides for the granting of 

maritime usage licences.  

Section 112 of the Act states that the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) is the competent authority 

for the purposes of Part 5 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) regulations 2011 (S.I No. 

477 of 2011) and appropriate assessments to which that Part applies. 

Section 114 of the Act states that the Minister may by regulations provide for class of Schedule 7 usage to be 

exempted usage for the purposes of this Part.  

Schedule 7 of the Act lists the Maritime Usages that may be undertaken in the maritime area pursuant to 

licence.  

Schedule 8 of the Act lists the types of conditions that MARA may attach to a licence.  

Privacy Policy: 
MARA may require you to provide certain personal data in order to carry out our legislative and administrative 

functions. MARA will treat all personal data that you provide as confidential and will process your details in 

accordance with its obligations under data protection legislation, including the Data Protection Act 2018 and 

the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  

 

A Privacy Statement explaining how MARA, as the Data Controller, will process the personal data you provide, 

how that information will be used and what rights you may exercise in relation to your personal data, is available 

in this link: Privacy Statement. 

 
Freedom of Information (FOI)/ Access to Information on the Environment (AIE) 
Applicants should be aware that under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 and the European Communities 

(Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018, information provided by them to MARA 

may be liable to be disclosed. 

 

Applicants are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their application should not be 

disclosed and clearly identify the specific sections of their application containing such information, specifying 

the reasons for its confidentiality/sensitivity. MARA will consult with applicants about this information before 

making a decision on any Freedom of Information/Access to Information on the Environment request received. 

 

MARA 
2nd Floor, Menapia House,  
Drinagh Business Park,  
Drinagh,  
Wexford,  
Y35RF29 

www.maritimeregulator.ie  
 

 

 

mailto:licence@mara.gov.ie
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/50/schedule/7/enacted/en/html#sched7
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/50/schedule/8/enacted/en/html#sched8
https://maritimeregulator.ie/privacy/
http://www.maritimeregulator.ie/


 

 

 

 

 

Part 1: Applicant Information 

1.1 Applicant Details 

Name of Applicant  

(the name that will appear on 

the licence) 

 

Company/Organisation (if 

applicable) 

 

Address/Company Address  

 

 

 

Eircode/Postcode  

Contact Name within 

Company/Organisation 

 

Contact Phone No.  

Contact Email Address 

Is the company registered in 

Ireland for tax purposes? 

 

1.2 Contact Details (if different from above) 

Full Name   
 

Address  
 
 
 
 

Eircode/Postcode  
 

Contact Name  
 

Contact Phone No.  
 

Contact Email Address  
 

1.3 Agent Representing Applicant (if applicable) 

Person/Agency acting on 

behalf of Applicant 

 

Address  

 

 

 

Eircode/Postcode  

Contact Name (if applicable)  

Contact Phone No.  

Contact Email address 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1.4 Applicant’s Legal Advisor (if applicable) 

Name/Company Name  

Address  

 

 

 

Eircode/Postcode  

Contact Name (if applicable)  

Contact Phone No.  

Contact Email address  



 

Part 2: Proposal Details (Attach additional documents as required) 

2.1 In relation to this application, have you previously applied for a declaration as 

to whether or not a licence was required for this usage?  If so, please provide 

the reference number associated with that application.  

 

2.2 Description of proposed Maritime Usage. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3 Describe the nature and scale of any structure to be erected in the maritime 

area.  

 

 

 

 

 

2.4 Indicative timing of the works/activity: (i) Start date (ii) Duration (iii) Any other 

information relevant to timing. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

2.5 Do the proposed maritime usages provide for public use, commercial use or 

private use? Provide details. 

 

 

 

 

2.6 Could the proposed works restrict public use/enjoyment of the nearshore e.g. 

fishing, sailing, surfing, swimming, walking or other activities? Provide 

details. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.7 Please outline any engagements that have taken place with marine users or 
other stakeholders in the proposed area that may be affected by the proposal 
and attach supporting documentation where relevant. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.8 Describe briefly any consultations undertaken with other relevant authorities 

(e.g. Local Authority, Port/Harbour authority etc.) or State Agencies. e.g. 

National Parks & Wildlife Service, National Monuments Service of Department 

of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.9 Please provide the reference number and title of any existing Foreshore 

licence you may hold within the footprint, or otherwise in the vicinity of the 

proposed Maritime Usage area. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

2.10 Please provide the reference number of any current application for a 

Foreshore Licence to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage. Does this application for a foreshore licence relate to or impact any 

part of the maritime area the subject of this licence application? If so, please 

provide details of the foreshore licence application.   

 

 

 

 

 

2.11 What environmental reports, if any, have you submitted with this application?  

(Supporting information for screening for Appropriate Assessment/ Natura 
Impact Statement/ Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species/ Assessment of 
Impact on the Maritime Usage Report) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

Part 3: Location and Spatial Extent of Proposed Maritime Area 

(Attach additional documents as required) 
 

3.1 Total size of the proposed Maritime Area (in m2, ha2 or km2, as appropriate).  

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 Please provide the distance of the main body of the proposed maritime area 

from the shore at its closest point in km. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3 Is any of the maritime area in the proposed site in private ownership?  If yes 

please provide documentary evidence of same (e.g. folio). 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 Any other site details considered relevant: 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
Part 4: Maps and Drawings. 

Please refer to Technical Guidance on map and drawing requirements. 
 

4.1 Please draft a map, titled “Licence Map”, outlining the proposed Maritime 

Area in accordance with the Technical Guidance for Maritime Area Licence 

Applications and submit same with this application. 

4.2 Please list any Admiralty Charts, Maps and/or other Drawings submitted with 

this application. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

https://www.maritimeregulator.ie/licensing-of-maritime-usages/


 

 
Part 5: Fishing/Aquaculture Considerations: 

 

5.1 Is the proposal located in proximity to any of the following: 

• aquaculture operation 

• designated Shellfish Growing Waters 

• fish spawning ground 

• other sensitive fisheries location 
 
Please Illustrate on appropriate chart including distance in Km. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.2 Are there other potential impacts of the proposal on fishing/aquaculture in the 
area? If yes, please describe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.3 Are there any measures proposed to mitigate potential impacts on fisheries 
or aquaculture? If yes, please describe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

Declaration and Consent: 

The details provided here are correct to the best of my knowledge. 

I understand that no works will be commenced, by the applicant or the applicant’s agents on the 

proposed site, without a valid licence from MARA. The granting of any Maritime Usage Licence will 

not give rise on the part of the applicant to any expectation whatsoever for, right or entitlement to a 

grant of any future licence in respect of all or any part of any area of the Maritime Area. 

By submitting this application form, the applicant agrees that the details provided (with personal 

contact details redacted) are to be published on MARAs website and also that the full information 

provided including contact details are to be processed and retained by MARA and shared with all 

relevant public authorities in furtherance of consideration for a Maritime Usage Licence under the 

MAPA.  

I give consent to MARA and its agents to copy this application and to make (a redacted) copy 

available for inspection and copying by the public.  This consent relates to this application, to any 

further information, or submission provided by the applicant or on the applicant’s behalf and to the 

publication of the licence document. 

 

Signed for and on behalf of the applicant: 

 

Name of Signatory (block letters): 

 

Position Held: 

 
 

 

Date:   

 
 

 



Applicant Checklist 

Document Included 

Application Form 

(Parts 2 to 5 inclusive) 
☐ 

Supporting Information for Screening for 

Appropriate Assessment (SISAA) Report  ☐ 

Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species 

Report ☐ 

Natura Impact Statement (NIS), if initially 

included ☐ 

Assessment of Impact of the Maritime 

Usage (AIMU) Report ☐ 

Licence Mapping 

☐ 

Other (Please list below) 

Other 



 

110 

  

Figure 1. Cod spawn and nursery grounds proximate to the proposed foreshore survey area 
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Figure 2. Haddock spawn and nursery grounds proximate to the proposed foreshore survey 

area 
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Figure 3. Hake spawn and nursery grounds proximate to the proposed foreshore survey area 
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Figure 4. Herring spawn and nursery grounds proximate to the proposed foreshore survey 

area 
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Figure 5. Horse Mackerel spawn and nursery grounds proximate to the proposed foreshore 

survey area 
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Figure 6. Megrim spawn and nursery grounds proximate to the proposed foreshore survey 

area 
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Figure 9. Whiting spawn and nursery grounds proximate to the proposed foreshore survey 

area 
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Figure 11. Range of Atlantic Salmon proximate to the proposed foreshore survey area 
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Figure 13. Pot fishing proximate to the proposed foreshore survey area 
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Figure 17. Midwater trawl fishing proximate to the proposed foreshore survey area 
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Figure 18. Dredge fishing proximate to the proposed foreshore survey area 


	Name of Applicant the name that will appear on the licence: Microsoft Ireland Operations Ltd.
	CompanyOrganisation if applicable: N/A
	AddressCompany Address: One Microsoft Place, South County Business Park, Leopardstown, Dublin 18 D18 P521
	EircodePostcode: D18 P521
	Contact Name within CompanyOrganisation: Mr. Azfar Khan
	Contact Phone No: (01) 8536500
	Contact Email Address: azfarkhan@microsoft.com
	Is the company registered in Ireland for tax purposes: Yes
	Full Name: 
	Address: 
	EircodePostcode_2: 
	Contact Name: 
	Contact Phone No_2: 
	Contact Email Address_2: 
	PersonAgency acting on behalf of Applicant: Mr. Kevin Whyte
	Address_2: 15 The Seapoint, Building Clontarf, Dublin 3
	EircodePostcode_3: D03 E240
	Contact Name if applicable: Mr. Kevin Whyte (MDM, Agent for Microsoft)
	Contact Phone No_3: (01) 8536500
	Contact Email address: kwhyte@mdmeng.ie (cc tom@mdmeng.ie)
	NameCompany Name: 
	Address_3: 

	EircodePostcode_4: 
	Contact Name if applicable_2: 
	Contact Phone No_4: 
	Contact Email address_2: 
	21 In relation to this application have you previously applied for a declaration as to whether or not a licence was required for this usage  If so please provide the reference number associated with that applicationRow1: No.
	22 Description of proposed Maritime UsageRow1: Geophysical survey and site investigations for a proposed subsea fibre optic cable having a landfall in Kilmore Quay, County Wexford to evaluate options for the route traversing Ballyteige Bay, across the Celtic Sea and St Georges Channel to Pembrokeshire, Wales.
	23 Describe the nature and scale of any structure to be erected in the maritime areaRow1: Not Applicable. The application is for temporary survey works and no structures are to be erected.
	24 Indicative timing of the worksactivity i Start date ii Duration iii Any other information relevant to timingRow1: It is planned to commence the cable route survey in early Q2 2024 (estimated survey mobilisation mid-April 2024). It is anticipated that the marine geophysical survey and site investigations activities within the application area will take less than 6 weeks in total and will be completed over a 6 month period.
	25 Do the proposed maritime usages provide for public use commercial use or private use Provide detailsRow1: Commercial use. The applicant plans to investigate the feasibility of constructing a new subsea telecoms cable system, linking Wales to Ireland, from a landfall on the southwest coast of Wales to a landfall at Kilmore Quay, County Wexford on the southeast coast of Ireland as shown in the AIMU Report attached to this application. 


	26 Could the proposed works restrict public useenjoyment of the nearshore eg fishing sailing surfing swimming walking or other activities Provide detailsRow1: As the surveys will be temporary and of limited duration, the effect on recreation activities is expected to be minor. Public access will be always maintained during the landfall survey and site investigations. During the marine survey operations, survey vessels will display lights, shapes and internationally recognised identification or warning signals. Other vessels and marine users will be requested to maintain a safe distance from survey vessels due to their restricted manoeuvrability. A Notice to Mariners will also be published, and there will be liaison with fisheries to ensure that the survey operations will not restrict use of the nearshore.


	27 Please outline any engagements that have taken place with marine users or other stakeholders in the proposed area that may be affected by the proposal and attach supporting documentation where relevantRow1: Ports: Consultation with Kilmore Quay Harbour, Rosslare Harbour and other harbour authorities in proximity to the proposed cable route will be undertaken prior to and during survey operations.
Shipping: The cable survey vessels may cross shipping routes. A Notice to Mariners will be issued prior to each survey and standard maritime practice for marine works will be adopted.
Fishing: The cable surveys may traverse traditional fishing grounds. Fisheries liaison and consultation with local stakeholders will be undertaken prior to and throughout the works.
Marine Archaeology: Marine Archaeology Desktop Assessment has been prepared for the survey application.
Recreational Marine Users: Survey operations will be of short duration and localised. Surveys at the landfall will be required. Public access will be maintained at all times during the work. 
	28 Describe briefly any consultations undertaken with other relevant authorities eg Local Authority PortHarbour authority etc or State Agencies eg National Parks  Wildlife Service National Monuments Service of Department of Housing Local Government and HeritageRow1: The National Monuments Service was consulted during the preparation of the Marine Archaeology Desktop Assessment.
The National Parks and Wildlife Service was consulted as part of the various environmental reports that have been submitted alongside this application.
Consultations were held with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 
	29 Please provide the reference number and title of any existing Foreshore licence you may hold within the footprint or otherwise in the vicinity of the proposed Maritime Usage areaRow1: Not Applicable.
	210 Please provide the reference number of any current application for a Foreshore Licence to the Minister for Housing Local Government and Heritage Does this application for a foreshore licence relate to or impact any part of the maritime area the subject of this licence application If so please provide details of the foreshore licence applicationRow1: Not applicable.
	211 What environmental reports if any have you submitted with this application Supporting information for screening for Appropriate Assessment Natura Impact Statement Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species Assessment of Impact on the Maritime Usage ReportRow1: Supporting information for screening for Appropriate Assessment (SISAA), Natura Impact Statement (NIS),Ecological Impact Assessment Report (EcIA), Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species,  Assessment of Impact on the Maritime Usage Report (AIMU).
	31 Total size of the proposed Maritime Area in m 2 ha 2 or km 2  as appropriateRow1: 10,191 hectares. as shown on the Licence Map.
	32 Please provide the distance of the main body of the proposed maritime area from the shore at its closest point in kmRow1: 0 km, The Cable Route Survey has a landfall at Crossfarnoge Beach, Kilmore Quay, adjoining the shore.
	33 Is any of the maritime area in the proposed site in private ownership If yes please provide documentary evidence of same eg folioRow1: No.
	34 Any other site details considered relevantRow1: Not applicable.
	42 Please list any Admiralty Charts Maps andor other Drawings submitted with this applicationRow1: Licence Map - 1359-A-101
Site Layout Map - 1359-A-102
Site Layout Map 2 - 1359-A-103
Site Layout Map 3 - 1359-A-104

	51 Is the proposal located in proximity to any of the following  aquaculture operation  designated Shellfish Growing Waters  fish spawning ground  other sensitive fisheries location Please Illustrate on appropriate chart including distance in KmRow1: The survey route intersects with known cod, haddock, hake, horse mackerel, megrim and whiting nursery grounds and cod, haddock, herring and whiting spawning grounds. It also passes through the range of Atlantic salmon and areas of lobster and crab potting and razor clam dredging. The proposed foreshore survey route options pass at the edge of the Keeragh Island herring (Clupea harengus) spawning ground. It should be noted that the survey would take approximately 1 hr to pass through this area. Herring spawning grounds occur in small, localised coastal areas around the south, west and northwest of Ireland, and are vulnerable to disturbance. The spawning beds are overlapping, as well as adjacent to, the proposed survey routes (Dunmore East: Tramore, Baginbun, Keeragh Island) constitute the largest collection by area of known Irish herring spawning grounds in the Celtic Sea, therefore the grounds in which the survey works will take place are of specific importance to this species. Spawning activity in the Keeragh Island spawning ground peaks in September and October. Herring spawn on specific substrate, which is sensitive to disturbance. The proposed sampling methods which are small but involve contact with the sea bed (core penetration test, gravity core, grab sampling, vibrocorer etc.), due to their minimal footprint and temporary nature, will have negligible impact on the sediment structure of this area and associated spawning activity. There is no significant overlap with fishing activities in the region with exception to the pot fishery of lobster, crab, and razor clam dredging, however these fishing grounds are quite large and due to the short-term survey works, there should be no impact on the interests of this fishery. The proposed survey works would not be expected to result in the direct mortality of fish species due to the slow-moving nature of the survey vessel. No significant impacts on fish nursery areas are predicted. Due to the nature of the proposed survey methods, there should be no disruption to the stocks or activities of local potting and dredging fisheries. Further information on fisheries is included in the EcIA Report.

There are no licensed aquaculture sites within or in proximity to the survey area. There is an area licenced for Blue Mussels and Pacific Oysters approximately 45 km north of the survey area at Wexford Harbour and a further area licensed for Pacific Oysters and Manila Clam, 15 km west of the survey area at Bannow Bay. The marine survey activities will not impact on aquaculture operations.
	52 Are there other potential impacts of the proposal on fishingaquaculture in the area If yes please describeRow1: No.
	53 Are there any measures proposed to mitigate potential impacts on fisheries or aquaculture If yes please describeRow1: There is no significant overlap with fishing activities in the region. The survey works should not result in the direct mortality of any fish species due to the slow-moving nature of the survey vessel or have any long-lasting effects on any habitats of significant importance to any of the fish species. Further information on fisheries is included in the EcIA Report.

Mitigation measures will include the presence of a MMO/ecologist onboard the survey vessel. The purpose of the MMO is to ensure that there is no disturbance of seal /cetacean populations. The MMO/ecologist will ensure that mitigation measures are carried out. The vessels will be inspected by the MMO/ecolgist for pollution sources. The MMO/ecologist will maintain a watching brief in relation to pollution risks and observations. A spill kit will be on board the vessel. 

There are no licensed aquaculture sites within or in proximity to the survey area. The marine survey activities will not impact on aquaculture operations.
	Signed for and on behalf of the applicant: Kevin Whyte
	Name of Signatory block letters: KEVIN WHYTE
	Position Held: SENIOR PROJECT ENGINEER
	Date: 13/12/2023
	IncludedOther Please list below: 
	OtherRow1: Proximity to fisheries charts included below to address Part 5 - Fishing/Aquaculture Considerations.
Schedule of Works.
Works Methodology.
Underwater Archaeology Impact Assessment

	IncludedAssessment of Impact of the Maritime Usage AIMU Report: 
	IncludedNatura Impact Statement NIS if initially included: 
	IncludedRisk Assessment for Annex IV Species Report: 
	IncludedSupporting Information for Screening for Appropriate Assessment SISAA Report: 
	IncludedLicence Mapping: 
	IncludedApplication Form Parts 2 to 5 inclusive: 


